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SOUTHWESTERN COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 9 
Piasa, Illinois  62079 

 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES                             January 20, 2015 
 
The Southwestern Board of Education met in regular session on January 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Middle School Commons Room in Piasa, Illinois.  Don Little-President asked Randy 
Gallaher-Secretary to call roll showing those members present were:  Don Little-President, 
Tim Baker-Vice President, Randy Gallaher-Secretary, Steve Reed, Dara Simmons, Mike 
Wegener, Brad Gillespie (electronically), Brad Skertich-Superintendent and Rose Bagley-
Recording Secretary.  Visitor’s sign-in sheet is attached. 
 
President-Don Little led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment: 
President, Don Little gave each person 10 minutes to give their statement. 
Brenda Powers presented two alternative options that would keep K-2 or K-1 students in their 
home school so they wouldn’t have a long bus ride.  Communities are in our schools.  We 
would rather keep K, 1 & 2 in our schools no matter what size they are and eliminate the fine 
arts. 
Curtis Johnson asked the board  consider Brenda’s proposal and he does not want them to close 
Shipman. 
Joel Moore asked if they had considered a four day week and wanted to know if the board had 
thought about what they will do if parents home school their children and they lose the money 
they get per child from the state.   
Chance Funk wants to know if they have looked at every option to come up with solutions.  
He thinks it will destroy what we have now.  Keep things like they are.  He would like for the 
public to vote what should be done. 
Jill Kahl knows the meetings are monthly but why can’t they do an all call when there is going 
to be an important meeting and decisions. 
Gayle Bunt is concerned about the long bus ride. 
Jo Ann Guthrie is concerned about bussing for students, especially the at-risk students.  She 
feels the attendance will go down because parent will keep students home more.  Keep small 
children in home school. 
Paul Bell didn’t like any of the options.  He wanted to know if the board had asked people for 
help in this decision.  He wanted to know if everything had been utilized.  He doesn’t feel there 
is good communication.  He thinks there should be a group put together to look at everything.   
John Wade asked why the elementary schools are taking the hit?  Why isn’t the middle school 
and high school taking hits? 
Gary Gray feels that bussing the students will effect their grades and ultimately their GPA. 
Andrea Smith asked for definite numbers in savings and expenditures.  More categorical 
numbers.   
Andrew Bagley is not a parent but he is a taxpayer and while he knows bussing isn’t great, 
everyone has to make a sacrifice so we make sure Southwestern School District #9 is around 
for years to come.  It isn’t about individual schools, it’s about the District.  There are sacrifices 
to keep Southwestern District #9 and feels that the board has looked at every option. 
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Clifford Ruyle is also a taxpayer and thinks we shouldn’t sacrifice children. 
Carol Reese asked why we didn’t change the lines so the districts are more even in numbers.  
Why don’t we change school lines to even out school numbers? 
One mother said she picks up her children and was concerned about picking up children at 
different schools at the same time. 
 
Approval of the Minutes: 
A motion was made by Mike Wegener and seconded by Randy Gallaher to approve the minutes 
of the Special School Board Meeting, Tax Levy Hearing of December 16, 2014. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener and Reed  
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A motion was made by Randy Gallaher and seconded by Dara Simmons to approve the minutes 
of the Regular School Board Meeting of December 16, 2014. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed and Little 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A motion was made by Don Little and seconded by Mike Wegener to approve the minutes of 
the Closed Session of December 16, 2014. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes:  Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little and Gillespie 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Review and Approval of Bills: 
A motion was made by Tim Baker and seconded by Don Little to approve the December Bills 
and Consent Agenda Bills. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little, Gillespie and Simmons 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A motion was made by Mike Wegener and seconded by Dara Simmons to approve the Imprest 
Bills and Extra Pay and Substitute Pay. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little, Gillespie, Simmons and Gallaher 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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Review and Approval of the Financial Report: 
A motion was made by Mike Wegener and seconded by Don Little to approve the Financial 
Report as presented showing a balance in the Education Fund of $2,914,509; Operations and 
Maintenance Fund of $1,048,096; Transportation Fund of $273,380 and Working Cash Fund 
of $1,561,135.  We received our first mandated categorical payment from the state this year 
that included Special Ed reimbursement, personnel reimbursement and private facility 
reimbursement.  Local revenues are just about maxed out at this point.  The Illinois state tax 
went from 5% to 3.75% the first of January.  If this doesn’t change back or isn’t retroactive, 
we could be looking at another $1 million lost in revenue this year. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Wegener, Reed, Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher and Baker 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Correspondence: 
Web Cunningham was presented certificates of appreciation to Medora Elem., Shipman Elem., 
Brighton Elem., Middle School, High School and the School Board.  The Marine Corps Toys 
for Tots and Southwestern School District has worked together for 14 years.  In the Jersey, 
Greene, Calhoun and Northern Macoupin County, they collected 4,750 gifts.  They serviced 
2,375 children total with 555 of those students in Macoupin County and 282 of those students 
from Southwestern.  He recognized Brian Hanslow for collecting $1,000.00 each year for the 
last 10 years to buy gifts.  Don Little thanked Web for his hard work. 
Keeley Egelhoff and Ashley Egelhoff were present to give a FFA presentation on 
accomplishments of the FFA.   
 
Committee Reports: 
A motion was made by Mike Wegener and seconded by Tim Baker to approve the report of 
the Transportation Committee of December 17, 2014 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Reed, Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker and Wegener 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A motion was made by Tim Baker and seconded by Don Little to approve the Facilities 
Committee report of December 17, 2014. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener and Reed 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A motion was made by Dara Simmons and seconded by Randy Gallaher to approve the Finance 
Committee report of December 17, 2014 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed and Little 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 



                                                                                                                               January 20, 2015                    

Page 4 

A motion was made by Mike Wegener and seconded by Don Little to approve the Policy 
Committee report of January 7, 2015 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little and Gillespie 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Superintendent Report:  
Employment:  
Resignations:   
A motion was made by Randy Gallaher and seconded by Brad Gillespie to approve the 
resignation of Karen Decker, Van Driver and Lunch/Recess Monitor dated December 19, 
2014. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little, Gillespie and Simmons 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A motion was made by Brad Gillespie and seconded by Mike Wegener to approve the 
resignation of Kelly Jacoby, High School Assistant Softball Coach dated January 3, 2015. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little, Gillespie, Simmons and Gallaher 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Retirement:  None 
 
Employment: 
A motion was made by Randy Gallaher and seconded by Tim Baker to approve the 
employment of Paula Bozarth as a Lunch/Recess Monitor at Brighton North. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Wegener, Reed, Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher and Baker 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Recall:  None 
 
Volunteer:  None 
 
Leave of Absence:  None 
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Substitute List:  
A motion was made by Dara Simmons and seconded by Don Little to approve Substitute List 
#6 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Reed, Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker and Wegener  
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Enrollment and Suspension Report:   
A motion was made by Randy Gallaher and seconded by Brad Gillespie to approve the 
Enrollment and Suspension Report as presented.  As of December 31, 2014, enrollment is 
1589.  In December there were 3 suspensions and 0 expulsions. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Little, Gillespie, Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener and Reed 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
District Highlights: 
Mrs. Diane Milner, Principal at Medora Elementary and Brighton North Elementary reported 
that report cards went home after winter break and they had their awards assemblies.  She 
complimented the second grade at Brighton North.  They collected facts about pets and then 
had adults come and they shared their information.  She reported that Medora had a very 
successful PBIS party. 
 
Mr. Mark Bearley, High School Principal, recognized the High School Scholastic Bowl team.  
They are ranked 11th nationally for small schools.  They beat Bloomington High school which 
is ranked 10th in the nation in large schools.  The B team beat Normal West which is about 5 
times larger than Southwestern.  He also congratulated Alex Weinberg for nominating 7 
students for Bi-State Band that is held at SIU Edwardsville.  She was hoping that some of them 
would be selected and all 7 of them were.   
 
Mrs. Renken, Special Education Coordinator, reported that they are working on the IEPs.  The 
Reading Specialist has finished giving the second round of benchmark testing and they are 
regrouping, restructuring and seeing where work needs to be done. 
 
Superintendent, Brad Skertich, reported that there will be a leadership conference in 
Springfield, IL on February 17 & 18.  He was asking if anyone would be available to go.  Mr. 
Skertich gave a presentation on three options for saving money for the District.  Option 1 would 
keep all three elementary schools open with centers and Brighton West would be the District 
Office.  Option 2 would send Shipman students to Medora and Brighton and reopen Brighton 
West.  Shipman would have Pre-K and be the District office.  Option 3 would have Medora, 
Brighton North and Brighton West as centers and send Shipman students to those schools.   
Shipman would be the District office and Pre-K for Shipman.  Shipman students would be 
transported to Medora or Brighton.  Mr. Skertich went over the last few year’s numbers.  
Enrollment has declined 137 students the past five years.  The state has prorated 11% a year 
for the last few years.  We have cut Home Ec., Work Program and Gifted programs so far.  
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After Mr. Skertich’s report, visitors were given a chance to ask questions.  Some questions are:  
One person asked if it was said that the monthly expenses are around $850,000 a month.  

Mr. Skertich said that is only the education fund.  The person asking the question thought we 
were doing this for only one month savings.   

How can a parent pick up two children at different schools at the same time?  There is 
a 45 minute time slot to drop off in the morning and a 20 minute slot in the afternoon. To pick 
up.    

Would students miss academic instruction when they had to leave early to catch the 
bus to go to their home school?  They would not lose out on academic things.  They would 
read or work on homework or something else that isn’t academic instruction.   

Is the four day school an option?  There has to be 180 days in the school year no matter 
if they go four or five days in a week according to the State.   

Someone wants it written down how they get the projected savings in the plans.  Mr. 
Skertich said some of it is by not replacing teachers that are retiring.  He cannot discuss some 
of it because it has to do with personnel.   

There are not reductions in the High School and Middle School right now but what 
happens if the enrollment drops later on?  People just want a good foundation for their children.  
Mr. Skertich said the same people will have an impact on the students, just at a different 
location.  It will be the same people guiding them.  The High School has dropped classes other 
years to cut expenses.  Has there been any look at future population?  Yes, this has been looked 
at in both Jersey and Macoupin counties and the trend is that the enrollment will decline. 

If we keep going as we are now, how long will we last?  Mr. Skertich said we will be 
out of money in three years if we don’t make changes, or 5 years if we made changes. 

What if you are out for sports?  You will go to school early and get home late.  Mr. 
Skertich said that is just the way it is and always has been when you are in sports. 

What happens when these changes are made and parents pull their students out and 
home school? 

What happens when the children are picked up earlier and they get hungry?  Breakfast 
will still be served and pick up time is only 15 minutes earlier.    

One parent is concerned about her child that is allergic to bee stings and worries that 
her child will not be taken care of since she won’t be on the same bus as her brother and sister 
to take care of her. 

One person asked that they delay the decision. 
One person said they moved to Medora so his children would have those specific 

teachers at Medora. 
Is the additional costs for bussing for the bus driver only?  Mr. Skertich said it is for 

drivers and supervision. 
What does K-2 do to our class sizes at each school if they are at each school?  Mr. 

Skertich said the options of centers will equal class sizes.  We are losing 25 to 30 students a 
year between graduating classes and entering kindergartens.   

If you go to centers are we discouraging people from moving to our district?  This is 
done in other districts. 

Is this to save one school?  Why not move smallest number of students from a school? 
Why not move a few students from Brighton to Shipman? 
Why not raise property taxes? 
What is the board going to do when people move to other districts or home school? 
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Will this be voted on tonight? 
Will the 1 percent tax be on the ballot again?   
Can the options be put on a ballot and let the people of the district vote? 

 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: 
The Board had the first reading of suggested October, 2014 Issue 87 Press Plus Policy Updates. 
 
A motion was made by Steve Reed and seconded by Tim Baker to table the K-6 elementary 
schools restructuring for the 15-16 school year for one month and form a hybrid committee 
consisting of the school board and six members to be drawn from the community for a special 
board meeting within approximately two weeks to go through the numbers, and then at the 
February board meeting have the final options presented to the board and have the final vote. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Reed and Little  
Nays:  Gillespie and Wegener 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
President Don Little, told anyone interested in serving on the committee to please sign the 
paper with Rose with your name, contact information and the town you are from. 
 
Closed Session. 
At 9:55 pm, a motion was made by Dara Simmons and seconded by Steve Reed to go into 
Closed Session for Fall Coaches Evaluations, Superintendent’s Evaluation, Reduction in Force 
and “The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees of the public body, or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing 
testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal 
counsel for the public body to determine its validity.”   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Simmons, Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little and Gillespie 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Board member, Brad Gillespie left the meeting at this time. 
 
At 11:07 pm, a motion was made by Mike Wegener and seconded by Dara Simmons to open 
the meeting to regular session.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gallaher, Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little and Simmons 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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A motion was made by Tim Baker and seconded by Randy Gallaher to adjourn the meeting. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Baker, Wegener, Reed, Little, Simmons and Gallaher 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:08 pm. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Rosemary Bagley 
Recording Secretary          
       ________________________ 

Board President 
 

 
       ________________________ 

 Board Secretary 


