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SOUTHWESTERN COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 9 
Brighton, Illinois 62012 

 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES                         November 17, 2020 
   
The Southwestern Board of Education met in regular session on November 17, 2020, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Middle School Commons in Piasa, Illinois.  Andrew Bagley-President, called the 
meeting to order at 7:00p.m. and asked Kim Albert, Recording Secretary, to call roll showing 
those members present as: Andrew Bagley, Kyle Hacke-Superintendent, and Kim Albert-
Recording Secretary.  Board members Tim Baker, Randy Gallaher, and Donna Loy were 
present via WebEx; Dara Simmons was present by phone, and board members Jason Oertel 
and Jacob Reno were absent.   
 
Andrew Bagley-President, led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Public Comment:   
None 
 
Correspondence and Recognition: 
None 
    
Administrators Reports: 
 
All school principals were in attendance by Webex with the exception of Mrs. Bowman who 
was in attendance.   
 
Mrs. Renken, Special Education Coordinator reported that the IEP meetings were being 
handled remotely and that it was working well.  She also thanked the special education teachers 
for all their hard work in making this year work so well.   
 
Mr. Bearley, High School Principal, spoke about the annual Toys for Tots collection that is 
currently going on but not in the typical fashion of collecting during P.E. classes and at the 
home football games.  He mentioned a few activities that may be held in the near future to try 
and help out the Toys for Tots Program.    
 
Shannon Bowman, Middle School Principal, thanked the teachers in her school for all their 
hard work during this time.  She also said the Middle School has started the Student of the 
Month program again as well as the PBIS program.  Mrs. Bowman reported that mid-term 
grades were not good.   
 
Diane Milner, Brighton North and Shipman Elementary Principal, also thanked her staff for 
going above and beyond during these unprecedented times.  She indicated that Brighton North 
has been hit rather hard with the COVID virus.   
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Scott Hopkins, Medora Intermediate Principal, was very excited to report that the school had 
raised approximately $1832 for the Toys for Tots Program.  He thanked the teachers, the 
students, and their parents for helping achieve this goal!!   
 
Superintendent Report: 
 
Mr. Hacke reported that the enrollment is currently still at 1288 students.  Again, Octobers In-
school and out of school suspensions were very low.   
 
District Update:   
 
The Superintendent reported on the current remote status due to Covid.  Students are to report 
back to school on November 23rd, but Mr. Hacke indicated that due to the number of cases, 
etc. it is not looking promising.  He will discuss with the district administrators on Thursday 
to decide whether to bring students back or to continue with remote learning until it is safer to 
return.  The Governor has initiated Phase 3 and that makes it tough on schools to be able to 
have in-person learning.    
 
Items for Discussion or Acknowledgement… 
 
Mr. Hacke mentioned Press Update 105-First Reading regarding mainly Title 9 legislation and 
Sexual Harassment/Training with updated policies.  No action was needed from the board 
regarding this matter. 
 
Suzanne Brewer, High School Secretary, resigned.  Mr. Hacke thanked her for her service. 
 
Items Considered for Action… 
 

Consent Agenda: 
Items discussed in the consent agenda included the following…the financial report with 
balances as of October 30, 2020, being:  Education Fund $4,890,254.00, 
Operations/Maintenance $1,389,656.00, Transportation $369,599.00, Working Cash 
$3,098,497.00, with the total being $9,748,006.00, and the County Schools Facilities Sales Tax 
Revenue received in October of $43,252.98.  October bills…Imprest bills…extra and 
substitute pay…substitute list…regular board meeting minutes from October 20, 2020, the 
Policy Committee Meeting minutes from October 29, 2020, and the Finance Committee 
Meeting minutes from November 5, 2020, were also part of the consent agenda discussed. 
 
The superintendent reported that we have received our first quarterly transportation payment 
and the first payment of evidence-based funding.  Mr. Hacke mentioned that the County 
Schools Facilities Sales Tax is still coming in strong.   
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There were no questions regarding the Consent Agenda.  Being such, Tim Baker made a 
motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Andrew Bagley made the second motion 
to approve. 
Roll Call Vote:   
Ayes:  Baker, Gallaher, Loy, Simmons, and Bagley 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Andrew Bagley made a motion to hire Pat Keith as the High School Boys Basketball Assistant 
coach and Donna Loy seconded the motion.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gallaher, Loy, Simmons, Bagley, and Baker 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Naomi Ritchey was hired as the High School Secretary after a motion was made by Dara 
Simmons and seconded by Donna Loy.       
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Loy, Simmons, Bagley, Baker, and Gallaher 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Angela Burns was hired as a Teacher’s Aide.  Donna Loy made the first motion to approve her 
hiring with Andrew Bagley seconding the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Simmons, Bagley, Baker, Gallaher, and Loy 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Andrew Bagley made the first motion with Tim Baker seconding such motion to hire Nicole 
Huber as the Transportation Secretary. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Bagley, Baker, Gallaher, Loy, and Simmons 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Tim Baker made a motion to approve Anne Christopher to sign any and all documents related 
to the installment contract on the bus loan at CNB.  Randy Gallaher seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Baker, Gallaher, Loy, Simmons, and Bagley 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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Mr. Hacke reported on the 2020 District Report Card that is online at ISBE for viewing.  He 
indicated that there are no test scores listed as there were no others to compare them to last 
spring.  The district is above average in the graduation rate.  Donna Loy made a motion to 
approve the 2020 District Report Card with Randy Gallaher seconding the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gallaher, Loy, Simmons, Bagley, and Baker 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Shannon Bowman made a presentation to the board regarding Educere which is a credit 
recovery program for students who need extra help in obtaining credit(s) to graduate on time 
on down to lower grades for failing students.  The program would be paid for by parents of 
students with the average class costing $99; there are a few classes that do cost more than that.  
This program would especially help any senior students that need credits to graduate.  This is 
a cheaper program than what the district has offered in the past.  Students with IEP’s can also 
use this program.  Personal learning coaches are used and weekly progress is tracked.  There 
are no minimum number of students required to use this program and there is no contract 
between Educere and Southwestern CUSD #9.  The board had several questions but Mrs. 
Bowman answered these.  After some discussion, Tim Baker made a motion to use Educere as 
our credit recovery option this year.  Dara Simmons seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Loy, Simmons, Bagley, Baker, and Gallaher 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Mr. Hacke asked the board to approve the installment payment for a lawsuit that the district is 
involved in with 22 other districts in regard to suing the State of IL over school-based funding.  
This lawsuit began several years ago when Dr. Skertich was here.  The suit claims that the state 
is not supplying enough money to educate students.  The lawyers are requesting $1000 from 
each district involved to continue with this lawsuit.  After some discussion, the board would 
like Mr. Hacke to seek more information regarding this lawsuit and to possibly get the districts 
lawyers opinion before making any further decisions.   
 
The next item on the agenda pertained to IHSA Ruling and Approval of Winter Sports.  Mr. 
Hacke reported that just shortly prior to the meeting he had received information that IHSA 
had changed their stand due to the Governor moving us to Phase 3 and shutting down sports.  
IHSA has now put a temporary pause on winter sports.  The board was set to discuss whether 
to proceed with the district’s winter sports i.e. basketball & bowling.  A concerned parent was 
in attendance and voiced concerns regarding the current Covid situation and basketball.  There 
was no motion needed now.  There will be no winter sports at this point unless the Governor 
and IHSA determine otherwise.   
 
Mr. Hacke gave an extensive presentation regarding our 2020 Levy and Resolution.  He walked 
the board through several worksheets and explained how he and the Financial Services 
Director figured out what the districts levy should be.  He emphasized that this is only an 
estimate and that the county officials actually determine our tax rate.  Mr. Hacke indicated that 



                                                                                                                      November 17, 2020 

Page 5 

our tax rate has been coming down since 2015.  Andrew Bagley made a motion to accept the 
resolution as presented.  A truth and taxation hearing will be held on December 15, 2020, at 
6:45pm prior to the regular December board meeting.  Randy Gallaher seconded the motion.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Simmons, Bagley, Baker, Gallaher, and Loy 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Due to the current Covid crisis, the rescheduling of the International Club’s Europe Trip from 
May 2021 until May 2022 has been investigated further.  The district lawyer recommended 
rescheduling.  Mr. Hacke reported that the chaperones were all in favor of rescheduling until 
2022.  Dara Simmons made a motion to reschedule the International Club’s Europe Trip until 
May 2022.  Donna Loy seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Bagley, Baker, Gallaher, Loy, and Simmons 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
After last month’s meeting it was decided to search for a bigger tractor for the Maintenance 
Department.  John Deere had the best deal.  Tim Baker made a motion to buy a tractor from 
Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners from Jerseyville.  Andrew Bagley seconded the said motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Baker, Gallaher, Loy, Simmons, and Bagley 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
There were no issues to discuss in closed session.   
 
Dara Simmons made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Donna Loy seconding the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Gallaher, Loy, Simmons, Bagley, and Baker 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:49p.m. 
 
 
_____________________                                ________________________                                      
         Kim Albert                                                                     Board President   
   Recording Secretary          
       ________________________ 

 Board Secretary 


